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Kavan is founder and president of Harvest, a revolutionary 

home-care model led by direct-care workers and elders, and 

co-founder of Minka, a company created by renowned 

geriatrician Dr. Bill Thomas to create homes and communities 

that support people of all ages and abilities. Together, Harvest 

and Minka promote a radical alternative to traditional senior 

housing, building intergenerational communities that 

strengthen connections, improve health outcomes and 

increase wellbeing.  

 

As an entrepreneur, social justice advocate and former 

journalist and theater director, Kavan works on the cutting-

edge of participatory design and community action. A leader 

in the global Liberating Structures community, he works 

nationally on age friendly projects pioneering innovative new 

models for housing, care and community. Beginning in 2014 

(and with support from AARP) Peterson helped organize and directed the ChangingAging Tour, a 

non-fiction theater festival that has performed in 130 cities. Kavan also directed ChangingAging’s 

2018 “M.A.G.I.C.” pilot project with the University of Southern Indiana, overseeing construction on 

campus of Minka’s first model house and co-creating an undergraduate course bringing together 

students and elders to explore the complexity of building self-organized, inclusive, multi-generational 

communities. 

 

Kavan has worked with Fortune 500 companies, leading foundations and aging services providers to 

develop new products, services and campaigns. Clients include Amazon, Kimberly Clark, Holiday 

Retirement, AARP, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and The Green House Project, among others.  

 

Kavan worked with Capital Impact on national replication of the Village-to-Village Network, and 

serves on the board of the PNA Village in his Seattle neighborhood. He also supported creation of 

Momentia, a grassroots movement in Seattle created by people living with dementia for people living 

with dementia, now a model for dementia self-advocacy. He serves on the Frye Art Museum 

Advisory Board for creative engagement and is a founding member of the Age Friendly Seattle Task 

Force. Previously, Peterson was an award-winning journalist for Stateline.org and a contributor to 

NPR covering gay rights, education, immigration and the death penalty.  
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